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THE PHI DELTA KAPPAN 



the men had attended schools where 
there were either no final examina- 
tions or else all pupils having a cer- 
tain daily class standing were ex- 
cused from examinations. Both 
systems were criticised severely on 
the ground that they encouraged 
more lax work on the part of pupils 
and teachers ; the latter was thought 
especially bad because of its ten- 
dency to encourage the use of 
"ponies" and similar means to raise 
daily class standing. 

Among our plans for the year are 
the following: 

1. Meetings every second Friday 
at 4:30. 

2. An inexpensive and informal 
luncheon after every second or third 
meeting. The first of these lunch- 
eons or "feeds" will be held on Fri- 
day afternoon, February 2, after the 
regular meeting in Oread High 
School. 

3. An "Education Club" for all 
men of the School of Education. 
This will be encouraged and fostered 
by the members of the local Chapter 
of Phi Delta Kappa individually, but 
the chapter will not be officially re- 
sponsible for it. These meetings 
will be held about once a month, 
and will be get-together meetings 
for the men in Education ; they will 
include short talks on strictly edu- 
cational subjects by qualified men. 

4. A reunion for all Phi Delta 
Kappa men in Kansas on the occa- 
sion of the Annual Conference of 



High School Teachers to be held in 
Lawrence in March. As usual, we 
expect a large number of men at the 
banquet that is being arranged. 

5. Publication of the local news- 
letter once a month. One issue has 
already been sent out in the form of 
a directory of all members of the 
Kansas Chapter. We have been 
able this fall to secure a complete 
and accurate list of all our members, 
and this list is soon to be transferred 
to a card catalogue. 

The Kansas State Teachers' Asso- 
ciation, held in Topeka, November 
9-11, was an occasion for rejoicing 
among Phi Delta Kappa men. First, 
there was an unusually enjoyable re- 
union at the Virginia Hotel on Fri- 
day evening, November 10. Second, 
and more particularly, one of our 
members, Professor W. H. Johnson 
of the School of Education of the 
University of Kansas, was chosen 
president of the association for the 
year 1917. Professor Johnson is 
particularly well acquainted with 
the teachers and schools of the state 
by reason of his position as chair- 
man of the University Committee on 
Appointments, which recommends 
University graduates for positions 
in the high schools of the state. The 
association this fall broke all records 
for Kansas with an enrollment of 
nearly seven thousand; we are ex- 
pecting that under Brother John- 
son's leadership it will surpass that 
record next year. 
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JOHN K. NORTON, Corresponding Secretary. 



Initiation. 

On November 4, 1916, Stanford 
held its initiation jointly with the 
California Chapter in the Masonic 
Temple in San Francisco. At the 
banquet following, some fifty mem- 
bers of the Stanford and California 
chapters gathered together. Ad- 



dresses by Dr. Cubberley, Dr. Lange 
and others, were features of the pro- 
gram following the banquet. The 
following men were initiated: Vir- 
gil E. Dickson, graduate student in 
education ; Eugene J. Irwin, student 
in education; Arthur S. Otis, grad- 
uate student in education; Einar R. 
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Sorenson, student in education; J. 
K. Flanders, graduate student in ed- 
ucation, and Edward Goldberg, stu- 
dent in education. 

Chapter Doings. 

Under the leadership of President 
Rakestraw, the last semester has 
been a busy one for Delta chapter. 
Every other Wednesday night the 
Brothers have assembled at the 
"Inn" in order to develop the spirit 
that comes with fraternizing over a 
juicy beefsteak. The regular rou- 
tine business of the chapter is tran- 
sacted immediately following. On 
the alternate Wednesday a discus- 
sion club, under the leadership of 
our president, is conducted, at which 
the results of investigations of edu- 
cational questions are reported and 
criticized. This organization gives 
the members of the chapter an ex- 
cellent chance to meet and to esti- 
mate the worth of educational stu- 
dents who are being considered for 
membership in the chapter. 

Two news letters have been issued 
by the chapter. They were well 
received by the men in the field, as 
is evidenced by the fact that we have 
received communications from 
about 75 of our 100 associate mem- 
bers since college opened. 

The student members of the 
chapter recently gave a dinner in 
honor of the faculty of the depart- 
ment of education. Everybody 
voted it a great success, and we feel 
that we have set a precedent. There 
was no formality about the affair, 
and it would have taken a keen eye 
to pick out the professor from the 
student as we crawled around on 
the floor during the impromptu 
stunts that followed the dinner. 

A budget has been worked out by 
the officers of the chapter so that 
national and local obligations may 
be planned for ahead and met 
promptly. 

Some "hikes" into the hills are 
being planned, with the California 
chapter, on which we expect to get 



still better acquainted with our new 
members. 

The spirit among the fifteen 
active members of the chapter is 
one of congeniality, co-operation, 
and mutual helpfulness. Most of us 
are working on some definite prob- 
lem. Investigations along these 
lines are being made : 

Hubbard, using several of the 
standard pedagogical tests and the 
Stanford revision of the Binet tests 
along with the supplementary data 
is making a study of "Grading and 
Promotion" in the schools of Ala- 
meda. Some 2,000 children are in- 
volved. 

Howard and Dickson recently 
conducted a survey of backward 
children in one of the counties of 
California, using the Binet tests. 

Knollin has just, completed a sur- 
vey of one of the state penitentiaries 
in which the Binet tests were used. 
Dr. Terman directed both of these 
investigations. 

Otis is working out a doctor's 
thesis on "Mass Tests" in which he 
hopes to standardize tests so that 
they may be used to determine with 
reasonable accuracy the mentality 
of children taken in masses. 

Flanders is working out a re- 
organization of the school laws of 
Arizona. 

Proctor is continuing the investi- 
gation of "Supervised Study," which 
was the subject of his master's 
thesis. 

Rakestraw, in the chemistry de- 
partment, is working out a master's 
thesis that deals with the effects of 
over-doses of sugar on the human 
organism. 

Norton is investigating the devel- 
opment of secondary education in 
California during the past fifteen 
years. 

The faculty members of the de- 
partment are as busy as ever. All 
of the members of the department 
are working on problems the results 
of which will be published in the 
next year. 



